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i Research Data I 
Spatial Data on Dis佐ibutionof Sama-Bajau Population 
in the Southem Philippines 
NAGATSU Kazufumi* 
In my previous paper [Nagatsu 2010]， 1 showed spatial data on the distribution of Sama-
Bajau population as of 2000 in Insular Southeast Asia with particular reference to those in 
Indonesia for the sake of the future analysis of the historical process of their population 
movements. The present paper is a supplementary version to the previous one. Here， 1 list 
and map the distribution of Sama-Bajau population in 2000 in the southern part of the 
Philippine， where Sama-Bajau most densely live. 
Sama-Bajau constitute one of the most distinctive maritime folks in Insular 
Southeast Asia. Most of them live along coasts and on islands， and their livelihood is based 
on sea -oriented or littoral activities such as fishing， marine trade， and cultivation of coconut 
palms. According to the 2000 population censuses of the Philippines， Malaysia and 
Indonesia (see [Census] in “References")， total population of Sama-Bajau is estimated to be 
1，086，094， among which 579，931 souls are recorded in the Philippines， 347，193 in Malaysia 
(only in Sabah)， and 158，970 in Indonesial). Notethat here 1 made a correction in the figures 
of the total population of Sama-Bajau and their population in the Philippines listed in 
Nagatsu [2009， 2010]2). Figure 1 illustrates the distribution of Sama-Bajau population in 
Insular Southeast Asia based on the censuses. 
Concentration of Sama-Bajau has historically been found in the Sulu archipelago and 
its vicinities in the Philippine islands. Another major ethnic group living in the Sulu 
* 東洋大学社会学部;Faculty of Sociology， Toyo Univ巴rsity，5-28-20 Hakusan， Bunkyo， Tokyo， 
112-8606 I nagatsu@toyo.jp 
1) Although the 2000 c巴nsusof Indonesia r巴cordsthe sizable Sama-Bajau population in Sumatra 
regions， I did not include th巴populationin the total population in the counrty， since I hav巴yetcom巴
across any reliabl巴伍巴lddata on Sama-Bajau in th巴r巴gions.
2) Th巴巴rroroccured because in the pr巴viousanalysis I partially r巴liedon the figur巴sgiv巴nin the 
published reports of 2000 census of the Philippin巴s.The reports lack data of th巴Sama-Bajau
population in s巴veralpro羽nces.In th巴pr巴巴ntpaper， I comprehensively use digital data [NSO 2002] 
to gain th巴figur巴sof Sama-Bajau population of al the provinc巴s.
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Figure 1. Dis仕ibutionof Sama-Bajau Population in 2000 
• Pop叫ationby Province in the Philipines， byDaerah (Dis凶ct)in Malaysia， and by 
Kabupaten (Regency) in lndonesia 
Source: Published and digitized c巴nsus2000 of each country 
Archipelago is Tausug. They constitute culturally homogeneous， predominantly agrarian 
group centred in Jolo and the adjacent islands. Their homogeneous nature is in marked 
contrast to the nature of Sama-Bajau of which sub-groups show remarkable cultural 
variations [Nimmo 1986]. Tausug speak their own language apparently different from that 
of Sama-Bajau. Since they have historically maintained close social， cultural， and political 
relations with Sama-Bajau [Warren 1981]， the demographic data of Tausug are also 
partially demonstrated in this paper. 
In 2000 census ofthe Philippine population [NSO 2002]， Sama-Bajau (Sama-Bajau 
speakers) are classified into six sub-categories， i.e. 1) Badjao， Sama Dilaut， 2)Jama Mapun， 
3) Sama (Samal)1 Abaknon， 4)Sama (Sama Ba時 e時 eh)，5) Sama Dilaya and 6) Yakan3). 
The spellings including the parentheses and slash are al transcribed exactly as presented 
in the original source. Table 1 shows the distribution of Sama-Bajau subgroups and Tausug 
in the Philippines. Looking at figures of the table， we may understand some basic 
demographic patterns of Sama-Bajau and Tausug. Let us summarize several points briefly. 
3) The classification is apparently curious. See for instance the later note on“Sama (Samal)1 
Abaknon." 
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Table 1. Distribution ofthe Population ofSama-Bajau Subgroups and Tausug in the Philippines in 2000 
一一ProvinceλC:"Pi".一一
Subtotal 
REGION VII CENTRAL VISAYAS 
C竺1.(;io/一一一一一一一一一一一一一
Subto同l
REGION VIII EASTERN VISAYAS 
Provin田，North町nSamar
Subtotal 
REGION IX WESTERN MINDANAO 
Province， Zambo阻 gaDelSur 
Prov皿四，Basilan 
Zamboanga City 
一一 Pr，史堅守z一号竺lboa空型DelNor陪
Subtotal 
AUT. REGION MUSLlM MINDANAO 
Province， Lanao Del Sur 
Province， Ma思lindanao
Province， Sulu 
Province， Tawi-Tawi 
691 157 5，114 19 427 
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Source: NSO [2002] 
(1) The populations of Sama-Bajau and Tausug are approximately in the ratio 4 to 6. 
(2) Sizable numbers of dispersed Sama-Bajau and Taus昭 populationsare confirmed in 
provinces surrounding Sulu region (provinces of Basilan， Sulu and Tawi-Tawi) as well as 
in some urban provinces in the north. The population of each group in Sulu region does 
not exceed 80 % of the total. Most of the remaining 20 % are considered to be diasporic 
migrants who left Sulu region during or after the civil war between Muslim secessionist 
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groups and the government force in the 1970s [Nimmo 1986; Aoyama 2006]4). 
(3) The population of “Badjao， Sama Dilaut" who were known as boat-dwellers in the past is 
42，601. 
(4) Despite the classification used in the census， Sama (Samal) and Abaknon should be 
regarded as two distinctive sub-groups， since cultural attributes as well as discourses on 
ethnic identification of the two groups are supposed to be fundamentally different. Sama 
are predominantly Muslim， while Abaknon are mostly Christian [Pallesen 1985， Grimes 
(ed.) 2000: 611]. Abaknon population may presumably be equivalent to those of“Sama 
(Samal)/Abaknon" in Region VII (Central Visayas)， i.e. 10，852. Sama (Samal) population 
may consequently be estimated to be 215，563. 
(5) In accordance with the above revision， populations of each Sama-Bajau sub-group are 
projected as follows. 
Table 2. Estimated Populations ofRevised Sama-Bajau Subgroups in the Philippines in 2000 
Abaknon Badjao s;~;'Dil~ut Jama Mapun Sama (Samal) Sama Sama Dilaya Yakan Bangengeh 
To也1:
Sama-Bajau 
10，852 42，601 31，576 215，63 116，175 8，076 155，088 579，931 
1.9% 7目3% 5目4% 37.2% 20目0% 1.4% 26目7%
Source: NSO [2002] 
In the section subsequently to the references， the spatial data are compiled. The 
map data illustrate the distribution of Sama-Bajau population by barangay (the smallest 
administrative unit) in the southern Philippines， i.e. three provinces in Zamboanga 
Peninsula， three provinces in the Sulu Archipelago and Palawan province. The data are 
taken from the digital version of 2000 censuses of the Philippines [NSO 2002]. 
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Data 1. Distribution of Sama-Bajau in Zamboanga City， Provinces of Zamboanga 
del Norte and Zamboanga del Sur 
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Data 2. Distribution of Sama-Bajau in Basilan Province 
146
0123456789
146
Hakusan Review of AnthropoloぉTVol. 16， March 2013 
。掛
胆型偏面目望曹閉敏愉
Legend 
??? ???
? ? ?
自 10
型竺哩
2自
Populat旧nofthe Sama 
臨翻 50-99
醐細 100-499 
醐細 500-999 
臨細 1000-1999 ・2000-5904 
s:im阻u1 Muniαpality 
網棚 Borderof Provin出
-ーBorder of Municipality 
Sitangkai 
40 
樫型空曹附
SITANG剛 刷 3E凶M:Z叫器凶鈴E幽剛問R3 J 
LANGUYAN 103 LookNa抽 (558) 138 
001 Sinan!!kot (463) 035 068 Tumahubong (987) 104 Kohec (261) 
002 North Laran (1.897) 036 069 Simalak (1.144) 139 
003 South Larap (870) 037 070 Bakon!!(iin 'TANDUBAS 140 
004 Tomruson!! (1.772) 038 071 M~~ (761) 105 Baliungan(598) 141 
005 Tongma):!:en):!: 0，316) 039 072 Tuho!!-T~o!! (893) 106 Himbah(2，196) 142 
006 Datu Bal!uinda Putih (1.207) 040 073 Lan~yan Prõper (Í，513) ~?? !~du~a!O (97:)" 143 。ヴ 074 Tubie:Dakula'n.OOS) 108 Lahay-lahay(581) 144 
凹R ~ita_~gkai Pohlad~n r7:'in SI島1UNUL 075 Ja.ka.rta (197) ， • 109 Taruk (682) 145 
凹9I~ Sanie (1.490) ， 041 076 DarussaIama83) 110 Naungan(1，020) 146 
010 Talisav(91O) . 042 077 Kinilctal (59)' 111 Ka1ang-kalang (685) 147 
011 lmam iUuiii Mohammad 043 078 Kaluoae:CI.2:94) 112 Salamat(I，071) 148 
044 079 M~;M~an~ (1 40) 113 Sapa(2，191) 149 
012 HadU Taha (1.239) 045 080 BasLihId (1.3I6) 114 Sibakloon (899) 150 
013 Sib~tu (1.135) 046 
014 Datu kni1h~ia Jaafar 047 
048 
015 HadU Imam Bidin (1.917) 049 082 LookanBanaran(I，281) 118 Tongbangkaw(I，200) 154 
016 Ambutone:Sanaln'.i16)' 050 083 Tuo-tun Banaran (910) 119 
084 Tone:lWSone: Banaran (5.082) 120 Taoian Sukah (869) TURTLE ISLANDS 
018 Tone:siba1~ (1.555) 052 085121155LTiakgumd aBk 北Pkoabola(cIio，2n6(2)47) 
019 SheiIc Makdmn (1:565) 053 086 Dalo-dalo (1.524) 122 Kakoone: (1.716) 156 
020 Tandu Banak (1j94) ， 054 087 Taoian Bohe South (703) 123 
021 TalUle:oh (1.858) 055 088 Ta~ian Bohe North (861) 124 Si1~~n (2~423) ， MAPUN 
022 Tone:ehat ii086) 056 089 M~tabuan TablUlan' (1.538) 157 
023 Hadli Moh~ SuIavman 057 090 Saoaat (708) SOUTH UBIAN 158 
091 LaIcit-1aIcit (1.391) 125 Bubuan (289) 159 
m聞臨m町い~MlM同TzぬEo2WeW芯問7rAf両咽d剣問l川山加{問1，42乃 一m剛E -山u阿ZI国F如…hE国mOba一IJ剛向剛z附同立e甲列J〉。Z酬山Jり
092 Lookan Lahmn (1'.064) 126 Tong Tampakan (1，016) 160 
093 Latuan (688) 127 Trunpakan Dampong (1，090) 161 
094 Pa1ate Òadi~nah (642) 128 Sol1ogan (1，429) 162 
095 Saoa-sana (1.135) ， 129 BlUlay BlUlay Center (763) 163 
026 Pah~t (585) 061 096 P_~ (62(:;) 130 Lahad Dampong (1，083) 164 
027 Nali1 (~i3) ， 062 097 Tane:ne:ah'(942) 131 Nunuk(893) 165 
028 Bone: POb1acion (1.427) 063 098 ButWt (834) 132 Bunay Bunay Lookan (903) 166 
029 Tubie:-Mamnal1am (269)' 064 099 Sukah-'sukah (671) 133 Bunay Bunay Tong (701) 167 
030 Lamion (1.3'85) 065 100 Tabunan Likud Silrubone: 134 Ta1isay (722) 168 
031 Pasiae:an'(521)' 066 135 East Talisav (827) 169 
032 Pae:-Asa Uj48) 067 
033 
Data 3. Distribution of Sama-Bajau in Tawi-Tawi Province 
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